Staff News and Notes
Ambassadors to the States

Goodbyes

It was indeed the end of an era, as Mr.
Brij and Mrs. ViolaLal left Woodstock
School at the end of 2001. Wecando no
better than to quote the dedication that
was so aptly written in the Jazz Josh
souvenir book: "Woodstock School owes
muchindeedtothel as. Bothhavegiven
of their time, their energies, their loveand
their commitment asthey haveservedthe
school for over thirty years. Itiscertainly
no exaggerationto claimthat thelivesof
these dynamic and warm people have
immeasurably impacted generations of
Woodstock students and have
contributed in no small part to making
the school al that it istoday and al that
it hopes to become. They, with their
children, al of whom graduated from
Woodstock, have become central and
beloved members of the Woodstock
community. The couple first came to
Woodstock School in 1968. Mr. Lal
taught Hindi language and literature,
becoming the Head of the Language
Department in 1980, and held this
position until 1999 when he "officialy"
retired. By 1999 he had coached cricket
for thirty-one years and had been the
Indian College Counsellor for nearly
twenty. Mrs. Lal worked in the
Elementary Library for anumber of years
before teaching Hindi and Home
Economics. She ran Indian cooking
classes for interested Seniors and staff
since the ‘70s, to the delight of the
culinary participants. In thelast six years
Mrs. Lal took on the task of teaching
employees’ wives literacy, crafts and
health. The Lalssupervised Ridgewood
Dorm in the last year before they left
Woodstock in December 2001. Thelove
and service that they have poured into
theschool havebeen deeply appreciated.’
Weweresad, too, to say goodbyetoJohn
and lvy Bosco at the end of 2001, after
6 years of dedicated service to
Woodstock; vy as Quad Office secre-
tary, John asaccountant.

Charles and Caroljoy Lloyd, with
Timothy, Jacob and Jesse, also | eft usat
the end of 2001. Charles wasthe Music
Department HOD and Joy was a Mid-
lands dorm parent. The family will be
missed.

Webid fond farewellstoMr. Shaneand

Mrs. Dawn Walterfang, who werewith
us for a year from Carey College,
Australia. Both contributed muchtothe
school; Shane in his role as Brass
teacher, Dawn as Dorm parent and
invaluable help in the Music
Department.

Hellos

We are pleased to announce that Mr.

David and Mrs. Denise Jeffery have
agreed to extend their contract to 2006.

They will continue in their respective
capacities as Principal and Middle

School Coordinator, providing
Woodstock with valuablecontinuity and

the strong leadership that has already

carried theschool into suchavibrant and

growing phase.

Weareextremely happy towelcomeour
new Assistant Principal, Mr. Philip
Jacob, who joined the staff in Novem-

ber. A graduatein EconomicsfromMa
dras Christian College, Mr. Jacob has

had many years of administrative expe-
rience as Manager, Corporate Co-

ordinator, Head of HRD and Adminis-
tration, and Vice President in various
companiesbothinIndiaandtheMiddle

East. Mr. Jacob isin charge of finance
and estate.

WeasowelcomeMs. Nalini Singh to

theroleof secretary to the Deputy Prin-
cipa. Ms. Singh also arrived in Novem-

ber and brings much administrative ex-

perience to her role, having just come
from the Baptist Missionary Society in

Calcutta, where she was UK Action

Team Co-ordinator and manageria as-
Sstant.

Welcome to Richard Cope, here for a
semester from Carey, Australia, towork
as dorm parent in Ridgewood and

Middle School Socia Studies teacher;

Ram Chaopra, a volunteer Dorm Par-

ent in Hostel; Nate Craft, from the US,

avolunteer teaching brassand band for
18 months; Deepika L al ‘96, who joins
usfor 18 monthsasAdministrative As-
sistant in the Development Office;

Nivedit Mangalwadi Daliya ‘95, who
joinsusfor asemester asavolunteerin

Midlands; and Anneli Terry ‘99 and

Krishan Jhalani ‘95, who have become
indi spensable members of the Alumni/

Development Office for 6 months.

WINTERLINE AWARDS

Winterline Foundation hasestablished an Awardsfor Excellencein International
Education program to reward and encourage excellencein classroom teaching or
staff-directed activity that ishel ping produceindividual s equipped to becitizens
of theworld. Uptotwo teachersor other school staff memberswho demonstrate
innovative curriculum devel opment or outstanding instructional technique, who
organize or conduct exemplary extracurricular activity, or who otherwise moti-
vate high student achievement or interest rel ated to the purposes of the Founda-
tion, are honoured annually. The monetary Awards total US$500 each and are
granted outright, with no restriction on how they are spent.

The program is open to all full or part-time teachers, staff or employees of
Woodstock School. We welcome nominations of staff by supervisors, peers,
former saff, parents, sudents, and others, who believe that an individual’'s
contribution at Woodstock meets the given criteria. All nominations should
be submitted to the Professonal Development Committee by May 15, 2002.

http://www.woodstock.ac.in

In August 2001, we welcomed back
Param, Abha and Sunny Singh after
their year of sabbatical intheStates. Abha
wrote of their time away:

‘The academic year 2000- 2001 was a
very challenging, intense, excitingand a
refueling year for me. My family and |
usedthisopportunity togrow profession-
ally sothat we could be better equipped
to contributeto Woodstock withthel at-
est that washappeningintheeducationa
arena of Science and Physical Educa-
tion. | was permitted to be away for a
year of study, though onreachingtheUni-
versity, | learnt that completing aGradu-
ate degree in a year was a near impos-
sible task. Yet, | took up the chalenge
with immense hard work, perseverance
and compl ete dedi cation to compl ete my
MS degree in Science Education from
theUniversity of lowa, lowaCity, located
in the mid-west in the United Statesin
oneyear and one month.

Thisopportunity for overseasstudy leave
was also wonderful for my husband,
Param, ateacher of PE at Woodstock and
aformer professional hockey player for
Central Governnment. He managed to
complete his Physical Education Certi-
fication/ Licensure Coursein Tennisand
Outdoor Education at the University of
lowa.

Under the umbrella of Science Educa-
tion, | was able to take multiple courses
a thepostgraduateand thedoctoral level.
| covered Pure Scienceand some nature/
history of science education courses,
which included Applied Chemistry,
Chemical Concepts, Physics, Applied
Physics, Earth Science and Geological
Studies, Environment and Devel opment,
Environment Impact Analysis, Problem
Solving in al the three sciences, Educa-
tional Technology and Educationa L ead-
ership and Administration. Each course
had alaboratory and research component
toit. | thoroughly enjoyed studying like
I have never done before, being encour-
aged to practically apply and inquire. |
am promoting this in my students cur-
rently and encouraging thedesiretothink
through conceptsand be ableto construct
knowledge with the use of laboratory
work, activities, field trips and local re-
SOUrces.

Oftenin my classes| wasableto explain
about how | taught at WWoodstock and it
served to be an important resource to

many.

The study trip to the US was made pos-
sibleby three parties- KWI, Woodstock
and the United Methodist church in
Evanston, Chicago. Each party covered
athird of the expenses for me. Without
my request or knowledge, Cate Whitomb
and Jack Hinz'sChurchin Evanston vol-
unteered their funding. | am very grate-
ful to these three contributors for mak-
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ing my trip to the US successful.

| was also ableto teach an Undergradu-
ate class called the Honors Opportunity
programfor the Elementary and Second-
ary Education mgjorswho had a GPA of
more than 3.5 at the college of Educa-
tion, University of lowa. There were 12
studentsin my class, for whom | had to
provide experiences that would further
expand their teaching abilities. It wasa
wonderful experience.

Apart from my personal studies, | am
gladthat | could contributeto theeduca-
tiona circle in the State of lowa. | was
invited to be the evaluator for Grades 6
and 7 in astate-wideInvention program.
350school digtrictsfromthe state of lowa
sent entries of student inventionsand |
hadto narrow theentriesdowntothebest
three. It wasamazing to seehow students
areencouraged to think and producein-
ventions.

Also, | wasinvited by the University to
speak on the International Day for Hu-
man Rights and Promotion of Interna-
tional Education Conference. | spoke
about Woodstock, showed the
Woodstock Video and explained how our
school is promoting students to be citi-
zens of the world. It was wonderful to
seetheinterestin Woodstock and many
questions resulted. It made me proud to
represent Woodstock there.

By God's Grace | was honored by the
Collegeof Education, University of lowa
to be the most Promising International
Student of the Y ear.

Overseas Study experience is an eye-
opening adventure that | cannot com-
pletely definein words, but it definitely
broadensthe horizons of thinking and al-
lowsonetolearn new waysof planning,
ingesting, andimplementing. Thereisno
doubt that this overseas study has
changed me and opened my eyes. Pro-
viding multiplealternativesfor students
tolearnfromisakey factor aseveryone
hasdifferent learning styles.

Philliapians 4:13 - “1 can do al things
through Christ My Lord who strength-
ens me.”’



